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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 
December 1949 and 1948 
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December 1949 and 1948 
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Failures by Divisions of Industry—December and Year |949 United States Failures by States—December and Year 1949 


Number Curren? labitittes Number rrent bilities 
Thousands of dotlars!} thousends of doliars) 


Mining & Maenufecturing: é I 4% 8 New £ , 4 
Jew Englanc 


MOINEscsevesss 
New HMampshire 
Vermont. cess 
Massachusetts 
Connecticut.. 
Khode isiand. 


MMi ning-Coe!l,O1! ,Misc..... 
food & Kindred Products.. 
TextileMil! Prods & Appaere!.. 
Lumber end Products...... 
Peper, Printing & Pub.... 
Chemicelis & Allied Prods. 
Leather & Products... .ens ; 40% - 
Stone,Clay& Glass Prods.. ; : Total New Eng 
tron, Stee! ? ‘ A» om , Middie Atia 

New York&ecees 
New Jerieyess 
Pennsyivania. 


jie At 
Tr ede: 
tEast Nort! 


WiOecceccese 
Indlané@..«- 
itinois..-. 
Hhigane.-s. 


ns 


Food & ferm Products.... 
ABROTE co wecescvesseveces 
Ory OGG ceeccsvoesrvoecovevss 
Lumber ,Bidg.Mtis, thidwe.. 
Chemicels & Drugs...ea«> 
Motor Vehicles & Auto Equ'ls 
Miscellaneous se% 


Total Wholesale Trade.... 
KReteli trade: 


Food & Clever cesccioevcrss 
general Merchandise..... 
Apperel & Accessories... 
Furniture, Home Furnishings 
Lumber, Ridg.Mftis, tdwe.. 
Automotive Group....++.. 
Eating & Orinking Places. 
BV UG SUOCHS coccvcesevers 


Miscellaneous... .eesuee erviend.. 


elawere.. 
istrict 


IM’ Beas 


Totel Retaiti Trade.. 
Construction: 


Bidg. Contractors.. 
stiding $ beLontractors. 


Other Contractors. ..ce+ss 
Total -Onstruction.. 


ommerciel Service 
Pass. & Freight Tr 
Misc. Public Servi 
He tetiSeccecsesses 
Cleaning, 
Laundries. 
SNOOP PTORETS eee evees = 
Other Personal Services. 
Business &A Repeltr Services 


. Orrrn € fr 


Tote nifted States..cece-s . iar 5, 


. 
(#) Subtract this ttem ¢ yt n true Mani 


eey ‘ . ve r t< rT Face 


Failures in Large Cities—-December 


c ) i? 
j yy, 24 t 2,251 308, 10% 234,6% 
te on bottom ct pace 


Canadian Failures by Provinces—Decem er and Year 194 


nber 


DUN’'S STATISTICAL REVIEW— FEBRUARY 1950 





MANUFAC TUR ING.....4--- 


Under $5,000........ 
$5,000 to $25,000... 
$25,000 to $100,000..... 
$100,000 to $1,000,000. 
$1,000,000 and Over...-. 


WROLESALE TRADE.......- 


Under $5,000.........«. 
$5,000 to $25,000.... 
$25,000 to $100,000... ‘a 
$100,000 to $1,000,000. 
$1,000,000 and Beet cece 


RETAIL TRADE....--e-e 


Under $5, .ebheecewe 
$5,000 to $25,000..... 
$25, 000 to $100,000..... 
$100, 000 te $I, 600, 000 
$1,000,000 and Over os. 


CONS TRUCTION. . 2.2 eee eee 


Under $5,000.......... 
$5,000 to $25,000..... 
$25,000 to $100,000... 
$100,000 to $1,000,000. 
$1,000,000 and Over... 
COMMERCIAL SERVICE.... 
Under ot 
$5,000 to $25,000. 


$1,000,000 and Over... 
TOTAL UNITED STATES..... 


Under $5,000..........-.- 

$5,000 to $25,000 e 164 
$25, 000 to $100, OOO.... 179 
$100, 000 to $! 000, 000. 35 
$i, 000, OOO and Over.... 


| 


} bevtsed. 


Failures by Industrial Groups and Size of Lisbilities—December and Year 1949 
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Failures by Federal Reserve Districts by Divisions of Industry—December 1949 
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Quarterly Record of Failures by Detailed Divisions of Industry— 1949 and 1948 
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Quarterly Record of Failures by Detailed Divisions of Industry—1949 and 1948 
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Quarterly Record of Failures by Detailed Divisions of Industry—1949 and 1948 
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Quarterly Record of Canadian Failures by Divisions of lndustry— 1949 and 1948 
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TRADE ACTIVITY IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 


CONSUMER SPENDING DOWN SEASONALLY 


Retail dollar volume fell sharply in 
the first two weeks of January reflect- 
ing the usual decline in consumer 
spending following Christmas. Shop- 
pers bought slightly less than they did 
in January 1949. 

The Dun’s Review Regional Trade 
Barometer, measuring the flow of trade 
in retail channels in terms of the 1935- 
1939 average, dipped 1.7 per cent in 
December to 272.2 (preliminary). This 
barometer, adjusted for seasonal varia- 
tions and for the number of business 
days in the month, was 3.9 per cent 
below the level of a year ago. 

The annual average for the year 1949 
was 247.7 (preliminary) which was the 
second highest average on record. It 
was 3.1 per cent below the all-time 
record attained in 1948. 


» 6 
he aggregate dollar volume of re- 


tail trade in 1949 was more than $128 
billion. This was approximately 1 per 
cent below the $130 billion spent by 
consumers in the previous year. 

The final barometer for November 
of 276.8 reflected a 3.0 per cent decline 
from the 245.5 of the previous month 
and was 6.7 per cent below the 296.8 
which occurred in November 1g48._ It 
was 11.1 per cent below the all-time 
high of 311.3 reached in July 1948. 

tarometers gor a majority of reqions 
were below the levels of the previous 
month. The sharpest monthly de 
creases were 13.8 per cent in the Florida 
Region (21) and to.1 per cent in both 
the Pittsburgh Region (7) and the De 
troit Region (12). The largest rise 
from the previous month’s level was 
4.6 per cent which occurred in the Phila 
delphia Region (6) 

In all regions the barometers were 
The 


largest year-to-year drop occurred in 


below the levels of a year Ago, 
the Putsburgh Region (7) with a de 
crease of 15.5 per cent. The second 
largest vearly decline was 12.2 per cent 
in the Cleveland Region (8) 
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TRADE ACTIVI 


Region 1 

Novembrer—Barometer lowest of all 
regions, dipped slightly below month and 
year ago; 23.4°.,, below U.S. Providence 
wholesale volume 2°, below a year ayo, 
Hartford down 4°. 

Drcemper—New England department 
store sales 3°/, above a year ago; Boston 
sales down 2°. Manufacturing produc. 
tion and employment rose slightly in 
month, below a year ago. Collections less 
prompt than in 1948. 


Region 2 

NovemBer—Barometer rose slightly, 
4.5, below a year ago; 17.6°, below U.S. 
barometer. New York City wholesale 
volume slightly below 1948; Bridgeport 
volume down 7 

Dicemper—New York City depart- 
ment store sales 1°, above a year ago; 
apparel store sales 1°, below 1948 level. 
Order volume and employment up slight- 
ly. Production and inventories steady. 
Collections slower than a year ago. 


Region 3 

. Novemper—Barometer fractionally ex. 
ceeded month ago, 6.3°, below a year 
ago; 1.6°., below U.S. Albany wholesale 
volume 3°, below 1948, Utica down 13°, 
Syracuse 23°, below a year ago. 

DiecemBer—Syracuse department store 
sales 3°., above a year ago. Industrial 
output and order volume steady with a 
month ago, slightly below 1948 level. Em- 
ployment increased noticeably. Collec- 
tions less prompt than 1948. 


Region 4 

Novembrr—Barometer rose slightly, 
9.6° , below a year ago; 2.9°/, below U.S. 
barometer. Buffalo wholesale volume trac 
tionally above that of a year ago, Rochester 
volume down 15 

Dicember—Buffalo department store 
sales about even with a year ago; Roches 
ter up 2 Buffalo flour output fraction- 
ally below 1948. Buffalo steel production 
at 104°, of capacity. Collections slower 
than a year ayo. 


Region 5 

November—Barometer increased 3.8°., 
remained moderately below the level of a 
year ago; 21.0°.. below U. S. barometer. 
Newark wholesale volume approximately 
5° . below that of a year ago. 

Drcemper—Newark department store 
sales exceeded the 1948 level by 4 
Manufacturing production and employ- 
ment even with a month ago, slightly be 
low year Order volume steady. 
Collections less prompt than 1948. 


ago. 





TY — A REGIONAL SUMMARY 











The Dun’s Review Regional Trade Ba- 
rometers are designed to reflect changes 
in consumer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
ures are available without charge. 

The regional trade summaries are based 
upon data collected and weighed by the 
local Dun & Brapstreer offices. Depart- 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve Distrut Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended December 31, 1949. 








Region 6 

NovemMber—Barometer rose more in 
month than any other region, slightly 
below 1948; 3.1°4 below U.S. Philadel- 
phia wholesale volume 3°, below a year 
ago, Trenton volume down 10°... 

Drcemper—Philadelphia department 
store sales 1°, below a year ago; women’s 
apparel stores 5°), below 1948. Philadel- 
phia steel output at 81°, of capacity. E.m- 
ployment steady in month. Collections 
slower than in 1948. 


Region 7 

November—Barometer fell sharply in 
month, well below a year ago; 15.5°, 
below U.S. Pittsburgh wholesale vol. 
ume 15°, below 1948, Erie down 10° 
Youngstown down 16°%. 

Decemper—Pittsburgh department 
store sales even with a year ago. Pitts- 
burgh steel output at 96°. of capacity, 
Wheeling at 101.8°4, Youngstown at 
$2.7°.. Employment up slightly. Collec- 
tions less prompt than 1948. 


oO 


Region 8 

November—Barometer dropped 6.5°., 
considerably below 1948; 3.1°4, below 
U.S. Cleveland wholesale volurne 2° 
below a year ago, Akron down 6°%, To- 
ledo down 8° .; Canton steady. 

Decemser—Department store sales in 
Akron, Cleveland, and Toledo 3°”, below 
a year ago. Cleveland steel output at 
103.6°. of capacity. Manufacturing out- 
put slightly below 1948. Collections less 
prompt than year ago. 


Region 9 

November—Barometer moderately be- 
low a month and a year ago; exceeded 
U.S. by 0.8 Cincinnati wholesale vol- 
ume 7°, below a year ago, Columbus 
down 3°, Springfield volume down 10° 

Drcemper—Department store sales in 
Cincinnati and Columbus 2°, above 1948. 
Manufacturing output and order volume 
increased slightly in month, below a year 
ago. Employment up. Collections slower 
than in 1948. 
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Region 10 

Novemper—Barometer dipped  frac- 
tionally, 8.8°, below 1948; 11.1; above 
U.S. Indianapolis wholesale volume 7°, 
below a year ago, Loutsville down 12°; 
Fort Wayne volume up 2°... 

Decemper—Indianapolis department 
store sales 3°, above a year ago, Louis- 
ville sales up 4°. Industrial production 
and order volume steady with month ago. 
Employment slightly below 1948. Col- 


lections slower than year ago. 


Region 11 

NovemBer—Barometer unchanged in 
month, moderately below a year ago; 
6.4°., below U. S. Chicago wholesale 
volume 4°% above a year ago; Rockford 
7°, below 1948, Springheld down 6°. 

Dicemper—Chicago department store 
sales 1°, above a year ago. Chicago out- 
put of steel at 96.8°,, of capacity. Manu- 
facturing production slightly above month 
ago, below a year ago. Collections less 
prompt than in 1948. 


Region 12 

Novemper—Barometer fell sharply in 
month, 10.4°, below a year ago; 2.8%, 
above U.S. Detroit wholesale volume 2°, 
below a year ago, Grand Rapids down 
10°, Saginaw down 5°%. 

Decemper—Detroit department store 
sales 2°, below 1948 level. Detroit steel 
output at 98.8°% of capacity. Automobile 
production 16°, below 1948. Employ- 
ment down moderately. Collections less 
prompt than a year ago. 


Region 13 
NovemBper—Barometer rose apprect- 
ably in month, remained well below a 
year ago; exceeded U. S. by 9.9°.. Mil- 
waukee wholesale volume 10°. below 
1948, Madison down 2°... 
DecemBper—Milwaukee department 
store sales unchanged from a year ago. 
Industrial production and employment 
rose slightly. Order volume and inven- 
tories steady, below 1948 level. Collec- 
tions less prompt than a year ayo. 


Region 14 

November—Barometer moderately be- 
low a month and a year ago; 5.3°/, above 
U.S. Minneapolis wholesale volume 4°/, 
below a year ago, St. Paul down 3°/, Bill- 
ings down 15°/,, Butte down 5°... 

December—Department store sales in 
the Minneapolis Federal Reserve District 
8°. above a year ago. Minneapolis flour 
production 7°%, above a year ago. Employ- 
ment below 1948 level. Collections 
slower than a year ago. 
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Region 15 

NovemMBer—Barometer slightly below 
a month and a year ago; 9.7°/, above U. S. 
Wholesale volume for Sioux City, Cedar 
Rapids, Omaha, and Lincoln 5°, below 
1948, Des Moines down 3°... 

Decemper—Retail sales volume up 
16°, fractionally below a year ago. Food 
processing rose sharply in month. Heavy 
machinery and metal production dropped 
moderately. Employment down. Collec- 
tions slower than in 1948. 


Region 16 
Novemser—Barometer fell slightly, 
moderately below a year ago; exceeded 
U. S. barometer by 0.9°. Wholesale vol- 
ume for St. Louis somewhat below month 
ago, approximately 6°4 below 1948. 
Decemper—St. Louis department store 
sales 4°”, above a year ago. St. Louis steel 
production at 88.2°,, of capacity. Shoe 
production moderately below 1948. Em- 
ployment increased noticeably. Collec 
tions less prompt than 1948. 


Region 17 

NovemBer—Barometer moderately be 
low month ago, 10.9°, below 1948; 8.2° 
above U.S. Wholesale volume for Kan- 
sas City and Wichita 7°;, below a year 
ago, Oklahoma City volume down 6°%. 

DrcemBer—Kansas City derartment 
store sales 20°, above year ago, St. Jo 
seph up 4°., Tulsa up 3°¢. Kansas City 
flour production 24°, below 1948, Wichi 
ta down 21°.; Salina up 4°. Collections 
less prompt than a year ago. 


Region 18° 
NovemMBer—Barometer rose slightly, 
moderately below 1948; 1.2°., above U. S. 
Baltumore wholesale volume 3°, below a 
year ago, Richmond down 1°..; Washing 

ton volume 5°. above 1948. 
Dicember—Baltimore department 
above a year ago, Washing 
Richmond cigarette pro 
below 1948. Over-all indus- 
trial output increased fractionally. Col 

lections slower than in 1948. 


store sales 3 
ton sales up ba! 
duction 4 


Region 19 

NovemBer—Barometer dipped slightly, 
7.6° below 1948; 15.0°. above U. S. 
Wholesale volume for Greensboro and 
below a vear avo: Charlotte 
. Greenville unchanged. 

Retatl 

22> inmeonth,: — below 


Raleigh 2 
up 3 

DECEMBER dollar volume up 
1948. Manutac 
turing production and order volume 
steady in month, slightly below a vear ago. 
Kmployment rose fractionally. Collections 


prompt than in 1948 


Region 20 

November—Barometer slightly below 
month and year ago; 29.2°., above LU. S. 
Atlanta wholesale volume 2°, above 1948, 
Savannah up 8°%; Birmingham down 
15°, Mobile volume down 8 

Decemper—Atlanta department store 
sales 11°4, above a year ago, Augusta sales 
up 7°4, Birmingham up 1°., Nashville 
up 8°,. Steel output at 102.2°, of ca 
pacity. Employment up slightly. Col- 
iectons slower than a year ago. 


Region 21 

NovemBer—Barometer fell sharply in 
month, moderately below a year ago; ex: 
ceeded U. S. by 20.6°,. Wholesale vol- 
ume for Miami and Tampa 10°, below 
year ago; Jacksonville up 5°%. 

DecrmBer—Jacksonville department 
store sales 3°, above a year ago. Manu- 
facturing production and order volume 
fractionally above a year ago. Employ 
ment steady in month, above 1948. Col- 
lections less prompt than in 1948. 


Region 22 

NoveMBer—Barometer &.g°.. below a 
month ago, moderately below 1948; 9.9 
above U. S. barometer. Memphis whole 
sale volume 3°, below year ago, Little 
Rock volume 11°, below 1948 level. 

Decemper—Department store sales in 
Memphis and Little Rock 11°, above a 
year ago. Industrial output and inven 
tories slightly above month ago, below 
1948 level. Employment steadv. Collec 
tions slower than a year ago. 


Region 23 

NovemBer—Barometer increased trac 
tionally in month, very slightly below a 
year ago; 25.8°., above U.S. New Or 
leans wholesale volume 3° above 194%; 
lackson volume down 5 

Decemper—New Orleans department 
store sales 8° above a year ago. Loutsi 
ana crude oil output 13°. above 194%. 
Manutacturing production steady. Non 
agricultural employment steady in month. 
Collections slower than in 1948. 


Region 24 
November—Barometer highest of all 
regions, slightly below a year ago; e. 
ceeded U. S. by 31.5 Wholesale 
Dallas and Fort Worth 5 


lown I 


volume tor 
below a vear ago, Houston « 

Drcemper—Dallas department 
sales 7°, above 1948, Fort Worth up & 


store 
Houston up 3°., San Antonio up rt 
Fexas crude oil output 20° , below 


Employment dipped shghtly. Col 


year 
Avo. 


lections less prompt than in 194. 


Region 25 
NoveMBer—Barometer tell moderately 
in month, 7.1°, below a year ago; ex- 
ceeded U.S. barometer by 5.7°.... Denver 
wholesale volume 11°, below a year ago, 
Albuquerque down 5°... 
DecembBer——Denver department store 
sales 3°., above a year ago. Manutactur- 
ing production and order volume slightly 
below 1948 level. Inventories and em 
ployment steady in month. Collections 
less prompt than a year ago. 


Region 26 

NoveMBer—Barometer dropped 7.6°,, 
in month, moderately below a year ago; 
5.7", above U. S. barometer. Wholesale 
volume tor Salt Lake City fell slightly, 
approximately 15°, below 1948. 

Drcemper—Salt Lake City department 
store sales 8°, above a year ago.. Indus 
trial production and inventories below 
1948. Some major metai mines closed 
in industrial disputes. Employment 
down. Collections slower than in 1948. 


Region 27 

NovemMBer—Barometer dipped slightly, 
8.8° below 1948; 12.7°, above U.S. Ta 
coma and Seattle wholesale volume 5 
below a year ago, Portland volume down 
6°, Spokane volume down 1 

Drcemper—Portland department store 
sales 7°. below year ago, Seattle down 

, Spokane down 1°... Seattle-Tacoma 
flour production 27°, below a year ago, 
Portland output down 46 Collections 
less prompt than a year ago. 


Region 28 

Novemsper—Barometer dropped 5.4 
in month, moderately below 1948; 4.8 
above U.S. San Francisco wholesale vol 
ume 5°. below a year ago, Sacramento 
down 32° ; Fresno unchanged. 

Drcemper—San Francisco department 
store sales 1°. below a year ago, Oakland 
below 1948. Order volume 
month. Nonagricultural em- 
ployment tell slightly. 
prompt than in 1948. 


sales 4 
steady in 
Collections less 


Region 29 
NovemBrer—Barometer fell moderately, 
».4° below a year ago; exceeded U. S. 
arometer by 0.4 Los Angeles whole- 
below 1948, San Dieyo 


‘ 
' 
' 
‘ 


sale volume 1 


down . Phoentx down 5 


Drcempber—Los Angeles department 


store sales g° below a vear ago, San 


Diego sales down 3°. Calitormia crude 


oil production 10 below a avo. 
| — , nh > ol r} | of ") hy & } 
mpiovment rose signtiv in month. Ol 


year 


iections slower than a year ayo. 
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